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SERMON. 


REVELATION,  xiv.  13. 

BLESSED  ARE  THE  DEAD  WHICH  DTE  IN  THE  LORD  FROM 
HENCEFORTH  I  YEA,  SATTH  THE  SPIRIT,  THAT  THEY  MAY 
REST  FROM  THEIR  LABORS  ;  AND  THEIR  WORKS  DO  FOLLOW 
THEM. 

In  thje  hour  of  deep  affliction  it  is  cheering  to  know 
that  life  and  immortality  are  brought  to  light.  The  dark- 
ness of  the  tomb  can  be  dissipated,  and  the  dread  of  dying 
removed,  by  the  gospel.  When  received  and  trusted,  the 
gospel  presents  much  to  support  and  comfort — much  to 
enlighten  and  sanctify. 

It  is  trying  indeed  to  stand  by  the  bed  of  a  dying  friend, 
and  witness  the  closing  scenes  of  life.  But  in  the  light  of 
the  gospel,  it  may  clearly  be  seen,  that  death  is  not  an 
eternal  sleep — that  we  die  to  live  again — and  that  there  is 
life  and  immortality  beyond  the  confines  of  this  world. 
The  body  is  only  fitted  up  for  a  temporary  purpose — to 
hold  the  immortal  spirit  for  a  few  days  of  probation,  and 
if  Christ  is  received  and  trusted,  eternal  life  will  be  enjoyed 
with  him  in  his  kinordom  above.  Those  who  die  in  the 
Lord  enter  immediately  upon  the  high  and  holy  service  of 
heaven,  and  will  be  blessed  forever. 

In  speaking  from  the  text,  on  the  present  occasion,  I 
propose  to  show — 

What  it  is  to  die  in  the  Lord;  why  they  are  blessed  who 
die  in  him  ;  and  lohen  their  blessedness  will  commence. 

I.  What  is  it  to  die  in  the  Lord  1 

This  inquiry  is  one  of  the  greatest  interest.  It  is  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  well-being  of  the  soul.  It  is 
readily  confessed — we  must  die.  This  is  fixed  by  the 
decree  of  heaven.  "  Dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shaft 
thou  return."  This  being  the  case,  is  it  not  important  to 
know  what  it  is  to  die  in  the  Lord — to  have  clear  and  cor- 
rect views  on  this  point  ? 


It  is  well  known,  that  in  the  scriptures,  Christ  is  often 
called  Lord.  This  is  a  common  appellation  given  him  by 
the  sacred  writers.  To  die  in  the  Lord,  then,  is  the  same 
as  to  die  in  Christ.     But  what  is  this? 

1.  It  is  to  die  believing  in  liim. 

When  on  earth,  our  Lord  warned  the  Jews  of  the  fear- 
ful consequences  of  not  believing  in  him.  It  was  done  in 
this  solemn,  pointed  manner  :  "  If  ye  believe  not  that  I 
am  he,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins."  This  fearful  message 
will  apply  to  all  in  a  state  of  unbelief.  "  For  he  that  believ- 
eth  not  shall  be  damned.  He  that  believeth  not  the  Son, 
shall  not  see  life  ;  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him." 
An  important  point,  in  believing  on  the  Son,  is  the  receiv- 
ing of  his  instructions.  Christ  has  given  us  his  word,  to 
enlighten  the  mind,  affect  the  heart,  and  fix  the  soul  on 
God.  It  must,  therefore,  be  received  as  the  word  of  God, 
or  the  soul  will  be  eternally  ruined.  But  in  the  instruc- 
tions of  Christ  several  things  are  very  prominent.  The 
necessity  of  a  change  of  heart  is  plainly  presented.  '  Except 
a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God.' 
Marvel  not  that  I  said  unto  thee,  ye  must  be  born  again. 
The  natural  heart,  being  opposed  to  God,  not  subject  to 
his  law,  neither  indeed  can  be,  must  be  changed — its  oppo- 
sition must  be  subdued — it  must  be  changed  so  that  it  will 
hate  sin  and  love  holiness,  before  any  one  can  see  the  king- 
dom of  God  in  peace.  But,  it  is  sometimes  said — there  is 
some  holiness  in  the  natural  heart.  This  is  said  in  order 
to  do  away  the  instructions  of  Christ  respecting  the  neces- 
sity of  being  born  again.  For  if  there  is  holiness  in  the 
natural  heart,  what  is  needed,  is,  that  it  should  be  cultivated 
and  strengthened.  In  this  case,  the  work  of  sanctification 
is  important,  and  not  regeneration.  But  how  can  there  be 
holiness  in  a  heart  deceitful  above  all  things  and  despe- 
rately wicked?  How  can  there  be  holiness  in  a  heart 
which  is  enmity  against  God,  not  subject  to  his  law,  neither 
indeed  can  be  ?  There  need  be  no  mistake  on  this  point. 
For  it  is  made  plain  in  the  word  of  God,  that  man  in  an 
unrenewed  state  is  entirely  destitute  of  holiness,  and  pos- 
sesses a  heart  of  enmity  against  God.  Hence  he  must  be 
born  again,  before  he  can  see  the  kingdom  of  God.  But 
is  it  necessary  to  believe  this,  in  order  to  die  in  the  Lord  ? 
There  need  be  no  doubt  respecting  an  answer  to  this  ques- 
tion.    For  lioto  can  a  man  be  born   asain,   when    he   does 


not  believe  in  a  change  of  heart?  How  can  he  pass  from 
death  unto  life,  while  he  will  not  believe  the  word  of  Christ  ? 
How  can  he  repent  before  God,  while  his  eye  is  closed 
against  his  sin,  and  is  unwilling  to  know  hoio  guilty  he  is? 
Again,  it  may  clearly  be  seen,  from  the  words  of  Christ, 
that  he  came  into  the  world,  suffered  and  died,  to  make  an 
atoneuient  for  the  sins  of  men.  He  bore  our  sins  in  his 
own  body  on  the  tree.  He  was  wounded  for  our  trans- 
gressions, and  bruised  for  our  iniquities  :  the  chastisement 
of  our  peace  was  upon  him ;  and  with  his  stripes  we  are 
healed.  Christians  are  said  to  be  redeemed  by  the  pre- 
cious blood  of  Christ.  It  is  also  said,  "The  blood  of 
Christ  cleanseth  from  all  sin." 

But  is  it  necessary  to  believe  in  the  atonement  of  Christ, 
to  be  prepared  to  die  in  him  ?  Cannot  the  benefits  of  the 
atonement  be  received  without  such  a  belief?  Such  inqui- 
ries are  easily  answered.  It  is  plain  from  the  scriptures, 
that  to  die  in  the  Lord,  he  must  be  received  as  our  atoning 
sacrifice — as  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of 
the  world.  In  rejecting  the  atonement,  a  man  effectually 
closes  the  door  of  heaven  against  his  soul,  and  lies  under 
the  curse  of  God's  holy  law.  There  he  is,  with  all  his  sins 
resting  upon  him,  and  calling  aloud  for  eternal  vengeance 
to  come  down  upon  his  guilty  head. 

Again,  it  is  affirmed  in  the  word  of  God,  that  Jesus  Christ 
is  divine — is  God  over  all,  blessed  forever — is  the  true  God 
and  eternal  life — and  is  the  creator,  upholder,  and  govern- 
or of  all  things.  According  to  the  scriptures,  it  is  the 
supreme  divinity  of  Christ  which  gives  to  the  gospel 
all  its  glory  and  efficacy.  If  no  one  but  a  man,  or  a  de- 
pendent being,  had  consented  to  do  his  Maker's  will,  Iwio 
could  this  save  us  from  our  sins?  Where  would  then  be 
the  depth  of  divine  love  and  compassion  into  which  angels 
desired  to  look  ?  Where  would  be  the  mystery  of  Godli- 
ness ?  In  denying  the  supreme  divinity  of  Christ,  you 
seek  to  extinguish  every  ray  of  hope  at  once,  and  to  shroud 
the  world  in  more  than  Egyptian  darkness.  You  labor  to 
take  away  the  foundation  stone  in  the  temple  of  truth,  and 
to  leave  nothing  to  sustain  man  on  his  way  to  eternity.  It 
is  dangerous,  in  the  extreme,  to  cavil  with  the  divinity  of 
Christ.  Think  not  that  you  will  die  in  the  Lord,  if  you 
reject  his  supreme  divinity. 

So  it  may  be  said  of  all  the  doctrines  of  divine  gra<je. 
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What  is  declared  in  the  word  of  God  must  be  received,  or 
you  must  suffer  the  fearful  consequences.  There  is  no 
safety  in  trifling  with  the  word  of  God.  It  may  prove  fatal 
to  your  best  interest.  It  may  at  once  ruin  the  soul  forever. 
But  a  belief  in  the  doctrines  of  God's  word  must  be 
more  than  the  mere  assent  of  the  understanding.  There 
is  such  a  thincr  as  holdino-  the  truth  in  unrighteousness — 
giving  assent  to  it,  v/hile  the  heart  is  unaffected  by  it.  It 
should  ever  be  remembered,  it  is  with  the  heart  man  be- 
lieveth  unto  righteousness.  Truth  must  not  only  enlighten 
the  mind,  but  control  and  sanctify  the  heart,  and  regulate 
the  life.     For  faith  without  works  is  dead,  being  alone. 

2.  To  die  in  the  Lord  is  to  die  trusting  in  him  alone  for 
salvation. 

There  is  no  salvation  in  any  other,  for  there  is  none  other 
name  under  heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we  must  be 
saved.  The  Lord  Jesus  is  to  be  our  only  trust.  Hence 
all  self-dependence  must  be  given  up — all  pride  of  heart 
subdued,  and  we  must  be  converted,  and  become  as  little 
children,  to  die  in  the  Lord.  Here  is  a  trying  point.  Many 
are  too  proud  to  comply  with  the  humbling  terms  of  the 
gospel — too  proud  to  fall  at  the  foot  of  the  cross — crying, 
God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner.  Instead  of  doing  this, 
they  would  often  be  willing  to  spend  their  days  in  toil  and 
suffering,  could  they  be  sure  of  meriting  salvation.  They 
cannot  think  of  giving  up  all  self-dependence,  and  of 
receiving  salvation  as  a  gift  through  Jesus  Christ.  This  is 
too  humbling  to  be  relished.  Their  proud  heart  turns  from 
it  with  abhorrence,  and  will  not  be  overawed  by  greatness 
nor  subdued  by  love.  But  to  take  this  position  is  fearful 
in  the  extreme.  This  pride  of  heart  will  ruin  the  soul 
eternally,  if  not  fiilli/  renounced.  To  be  saved,  Christ  must 
be  trusted.  The  soul  must  rest  on  him  alone  for  salvation. 
It  must  be  purified  by  his  atoning  blood,  and  clothed  in  his 
righteousness,  to  be  safe  in  death,  and   blessed   in  heaven. 

3.  To  die  in  the  Lord  is  to  die  hoping  in  him. 

A  christian  hope  is  produced  by  a  saving  faith  and  trust 
in  Christ.  It  is  founded  on  the  promises  and  perfections 
of  God,  and  on  the  mediation  and  death  of  his  Son.  In 
scripture,  it  is  called  a  good  hope,  because  it  derives  its 
origin  from  God,  and  centres  in  him.  It  is  called  a  lively 
hope,  because  it  springs  from  spiritual  life,  and  renders  one 
active  in  good  works.     It  is  called  a  sure  hope,  because  it 


is  on  a  firm  foundation,  and  yields  support  in  the  hour  of 
death.  It  is  a  blessed  hope,  and  produces  great  felicity  in 
the  anticipation  of  complete  deliverance  from  all  sin  and 
suffering. 

Such,  in  short,  is  the  hope  of  a  dying  christian.  It  does 
not,  however,  in  every  case,  afford  the  same  strength  and 
consolation.  In  some  cases,  it  resembles  the  faint  glim- 
mering of  a  taper,  imparting  light  enough  to  guide  and 
support  the  soul  through  the  darkness  of  the  tomb.  In 
other  cases,  it  affords  much  light  and  joy.  In  other  cases 
still,  it  resembles  the  orb  of  day,  pouring  upon  the  soul  a 
flood  of  light,  and  filling  it  with  the  joys  and  raptures  of 
heaven. 

II.  Why  are  they  blessed  who  die  in  the  Lord  ? 

1.  Because  they  rest  from  their  labors. 

In  this  world,  a  christian  has  much  labor  to  perform. 
His  heart  is  to  be  kept  with  all  diligence.  Under  God,  the 
great  work  of  sanctification  is  to  be  carried  on.  He  must 
grow  in  grace  and  make  advances  in  the  divine  life — must 
struggle  to  bring  his  heart  directly  under  the  transforming 
and  ennobling  influences  of  the  gospel.  Over  the  low  state 
of  pious  feeling  in  the  heart,  he  will  often  be  called  to  weep 
and  mourn,  and  exclaim,  Lord,  save,  or  I  perish.  H^  will 
also  be  called  to  encounter  subtle  and  powerful  temptations. 
He  will  find  foes  without  and  foes  within  to  encounter. 
"  He  wrestles  not  against  flesh  and  blood,  but  against  prin- 
cipalities, against  powers,  against  the  rulers  of  the  dark- 
ness of  this  world,  against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high 
places."  Hence,  he  will  need  to  put  on  the  whole  armor 
of  God,  that  he  may  be  able  to  withstand  in  the  evil  day. 
He  is  also  called  to  labor  in  the  divine  service — to  spend 
his  time,  property,  talents,  influence,  and  all,  in  seeking  to 
do  good  in  the  world.  He  must  watch,  and  pray,  and  labor, 
to  keep  up  a  constant  communion  with  God.  In  short,  his 
labors  on  earth  are  great,  and  often  trying  indeed.  He  will 
find  no  resting  place  on  earth.  It  is  a  field  of  labor.  But 
when  death  comes,  and  his  soul  is  freed  from  this  body  of 
clay,  he  will  rest  from  his  labors.  His  dangers,  sufferings, 
and  toils  will  be  ended,  and  he  will  enter  upon  the  rest  pre- 
pared for  the  people  of  God. 

2.  They  are  blessed,  because  they  go  into  the  immediate 
presence  of  their  Lord.  Unto  those  who  believe,  Christ 
is  precious — chief  among  ten  thousands,  and  the  one  alto- 
gether lovely.      In  his  presence,  a  christian,  even  in  this 


world,  IS  greatly  Messed.  Bat,  while  in  the  body,  he  is 
absent  from  the  Lord.  While  here,  the  glories  of  the 
Saviour  are  seen  through  a  dark  medium.  They  are,  in  a 
great  measure,  concealed  from  mortal  view  behind  the 
shades  and  visions  of  earth.  Now  and  then,  it  is  true, 
when  faith  is  strong  and  well  directed,  a  christian  may  en- 
joy much  of  the  presence  of  his  Saviour — may  behold  his  glo- 
ries in  a  deeply  interesting  manner — may,  in  thought  and 
feeling,  rise  high,  and  take  a  stand  on  some  fair  eminence, 
where  he  may  enter  into  delightful  communion  with  his 
Lord.  But  alas!  how  short  the  stay — how  easily  drawn 
off  and  chained  down  to  sense,  and  koio  difficult  to  rise 
again.  He  often  feels  to  exclaim,  in  great  bitterness  of 
soul — O  wretched  man  that  I  am — my  soul  cleaveth  unto 
the  dust.  The  passing  scenes  of  a  day  draw  off  his  thoughts 
and  affections,  and  greatly  hinder  his  joy  and  communion 
with  his  Lord.  But  death  will  chancre  the  scene.  When 
the  soul  is  freed  from  its  'shackles  which  bind  it  to  earth, 
and  rises,  unmolested  and  unimpeded,  into  the  immediate 
presence  of  its  Creator  and  Redeemer,  how  blessed  and 
glorious!  Now  the  full  glories  of  the  lamb  are  seen  in 
their  true  light,  and  his  presence  is  fully  enjoyed.  Now 
the  soul  rests  in  the  bosom  of  its  Saviour,  and  enjoys  his 
life-giving  smiles.  Then  blessed  are  the  dead  which  die 
in  the  Lord. 

3.  They  are  blessed,  because  brought  into  a  perfect  moral 
conformity  to  Christ. 

In  this  world,  a  christian  suffers  much  on  account  of  the 
remaining  corruption  of  his  heart.  Wicked  thoughts  and 
feelings  prevent  much  spiritual  enjoyment.  His  actions 
are  stained  with  sin,  and  this  is  a  source  of  deep  affliction. 
Hence  he  sees  it  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance  to  repent 
before  God  day  by  day,  to  weep  and  mourn  on  account  of  his 
sin,  and  to  cry  for  mercy.  But  when  death  comes,  the  work 
will  be  completed.  He  will  be  wholly  changed  into  the  moral 
likeness  of  his  Lord.  His  soul  will  be  washed  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb,  from  all  sin  and  uncleanness.  It  will 
be  clothed  in  Christ's  righteousness — adorned  in  robes 
of  glory  and  crowns  of  life.  Then  his  thoughts  will  no 
more  be  low  and  sinful,  but  high  and  holy,  excited  and  ma- 
tured by  sublime  and  ever-enduring  objects.  His  affections 
will  be  drawn  forth  in  all  their  strength  towards  his  Saviour 
and  God : 

And  he  will  sing,  "  In  numbers  high, 
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In  numbers  ever  sweet,  and  ever  new, 
Thanks  be  to   God,  eternal  thanks,  who  gave 
Me  victory  through  Jesus  Clirist  my  Lord." 

4.  They  are  blessed,  because  they  will  enjoy  the  society 
of  holy  beings. 

In  this  world,  a  christian  suffers  much,  as  he  beholds  the 
wicked  in  their  wickedness.  Paul  had  great  heaviness 
and  continual  sorrow  of  heart  for  his  brethren,  his  kins- 
men according  to  the  flesh.  In  seeing  the  course  which 
they  pursued,  his  heart  was  deeply  affected,  and  he  was 
sincerely  anxious  that  they  should  turn  from  their  sins,  and 
receive  pardon  through  the  atoning  blood  of  Christ. 

So  it  is  with  every  pious  soul.  Much  is  suffered  in  see- 
ing the  wicked  pressing  on  in  the  way  of  ruin.  But  a  chris- 
tian is  often  injured  and  persecuted  by  the  wicked.  This 
is  often  a  source  of  great  affliction.  So  it  is  in  many  other 
ways. 

But  when  a  christian  dies  he  will  be  free  from  such  afflic- 
tion. He  will  immediately  enter  upon  the  society  of  holy 
beings.  Glorified  spirits  will  be  his  companions.  How 
joyful  to  hail  such  companions  where  bliss  eternal  reigns. 

"  Behold  them  yonder,  where  the  river  pure 

Flows  warbling  down  before  the  throne  of  God  ; — 

And  shading  on  each  side,  the  tree  of  life 

Spreads  its  unfading  boughs  !  see  how  they  shine 

In  garments  white — 

And  harping  on  their  harps,  new  harmonies 

Preparing  for  the  ear  of  God,  most  high." 

5.  They  are  blessed,  because  of  their  sure  and  final  tri- 
umph over  all  their  enemies. 

The  way  to  heaven  is  narrow,  and  is  beset  with  mighty 
foes.  In  accordance  with  this,  St.  John,  in  his  view  of  the 
heavenly  world,  says,  I  beheld,  and  lo  !  a  great  multitude 
which  no  man  could  number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindred, 
and  people,  and  tongues,  stood  before  the  Lamb ;  clothed 
with  white  robes,  and  palms  in  their  hands.  And  one  of 
the  elders  said  unto  me,  What  are  these  which  are  arrayed 
in  white  robes,  and  whence  came  they?  And  he  said  to 
me,  These  are  they  which  came  out  of  great  tribulation, 
and  have  washed  their  robes  and  made  them  white  in  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb,  As  a  sign  of  victory,  the  redeemed  in 
heaven  are  represented  as  having  palms  in  their  hands. 
They  have  passed  through  great  tribulation — vanquished 
their  deadly  foes — and  in  safety  reached  their  home. 

No  doubt  this  will  be  a  source  of  great  joy  to  the  re- 
deemed as  they  stand  on  Mount  Zion  above. 
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Again,  they  are  blessed,  because  their  enjoyment  will 
never  end. 

Human  enjoyment  is  constantly  interrupted  by  the  pass- 
ing scenes  of  time.  To-day,  our  prospects  of  future  good 
may  be  fair  and  cheering ;  but  to-morrow,  the  keen  suf- 
ferings of  disappointment  may  be  endured.  To-day,  we 
may  enjoy  the  friendship  and  be  cheered  by  the  smiles  of 
a  beloved  friend  ;  but  to-morrow,  our  friend  may  be  cold  in 
death.  To-day,  we  may  be  crowned  with  the  blessings  of 
health  ;  but  to-morrow,  may  be  suffering  or  dying.  All  is 
uncertain;  «Z/is  fleeting  here  below.  Our  life  is  even  a  vapor, 
that  appeareth  for  a  little  time,  and  then  vanisheth  away. 

But  when  the  christian  dies,  he  will  be  freed  from  the 
changing,  trying  scenes  of  time.  No  more  will  he  taste 
of  the  pain  of  disappointment,  nor  endure  the  pangs  of 
separation.  Then  blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the 
Lord. 

III.  When  will  this  blessedness  commence  ? 

From  henceforth,  that  is,  the  very  moment  their  souls 
leave  the  body.  This  sentiment  is  fully  established  by 
Christ  and  his  apostles.  It  is  said.  When  Lazarus  died, 
he  was  carried  by  angels  into  Abraham's  bosom.  Our 
Lord  said  to  the  penitent  thief  on  the  cross,  to-day  shalt 
thou  be  with  me  in  Paradise.  Paul  says,  I  have  a  desire  to 
depart  and  be  with  Christ.  Why  did  he  wish  to  depart? 
It  was  to  be  with  Christ.  A^ain,  he  savs.  Whilst  we  are 
at  home  in  the  body,  we  are  absent  from  the  Lord.  We 
are  confident,  I  say,  and  willing  rather  to  be  absent  from 
the  body,  and  to  be  present  with  the  Lord. 

It  is,  then,  plain  from  the  scriptures,  that  the  souls  ot 
the  righteous,  at  death,  enter  into  the  immediate  presence 
of  their  Lord,  and  receive  his  special  blessing. 

As  soon  as  the  soul  leaves  the  body,  its  condition  is  fixed 
for  eternity.  If  blessed,  it  will  be  blessed  forever.  If  lost, 
it  will  be  lost  forever. 

I  shall  close  this  discourse  with  a  few  remarks  suited  to 
the  present  occasion. 

The  person,  whose  funeral  service  we  now  attend,  has 
for  several  years  been  a  regular  member  of  the  church  of 
Christ.  She  has  uniformly  manifested  a  sincere  attach- 
ment to  Christ  and  his  cause.  Through  the  forgiving  mer- 
cy of  God  in  Christ,  she  has  been  permitted  to  entertain  a 
comfortable  hope  of  pardon  and  salvation.      Her  own  sin- 
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fulness  and  ruin  as  a  sinner,  she  has  been  free  to  acknowl- 
edge, and  has  often  felt  to  say,  if  ever  saved  it  will  all  be 
of  grace.  As  a  christian,  she  was  interesting  and  decided. 
Her  views  of  the  great  doctrines  of  grace  were  clear,  and 
appeared  to  exert  a  blessed  influence  on  her  heart  and  life. 
It  was  through  the  mediation  and  death  of  Christ,  that  she 
hoped  for  pardon  and  eternal  life.  In  short,  she  appeared 
to  believe  in  Christ,  to  trust  in  him  alone  for  salvation,  and 
to  hope  in  him,  as  has  been  stated  in  this  discourse.  When 
the  hour  of  death  came — the  trying  hour — she  did  not 
appear  to  be  agitated,  nor  fearful,  but  calm,  trusting  in 
the  Lord.  In  giving  her  farewell  message  to  kind  and 
beloved  friends,  she  exhibited  an  ardent  attachment  for 
Christ  and  the  good  of  souls,  and  when  dying  seemed  to 
die  in  peaceful  hope  of  heaven.  Thus  she  has  ended  her 
pilgrimage,  finished  her  work  on  earth,  and,  we  trust,  is  at 
rest  in  the  bosom  of  her  Saviour  and  God. 

The  character  of  the  deceased  is  better  understood  by 
those  well  acquainted  with  her,  than  can  be  described.  I 
would,  however,  say — as  a  wife,  she  was  discreet  and  affec- 
tionate— as  a  mother,  kind  and  forbearing — as  a  friend, 
intelligent  and  interesting — as  a  neighbor,  tender  and  oblig- 
ing— ever  ready  to  administer  to  the  wnnts  of  the  sick — 
to  comfort  the  afflicted,  and  to  help  the  needy.  But  she  is 
gone,  never  to  meet  with  us  again  in  this  world.  We  hope, 
however,  that  our  loss,  though  great  indeed,  is  her  eternal 
gain.  Surely  there  is  a  sweet  bow  of  promise  encircling 
this  cloud  of  affliction.  Its  bright  and  cheering  rays  may 
be  seen  and  felt  in  the  midst  of  the  storm.  Behind  this 
bow,  a  form  may  be  seen — not  human,  not  angelic,  but 
divine — the  brightness  of  the  Father's  glory  and  the  ex- 
press image  of  his  person.  In  tones  of  deepest  affection, 
we  may  hear  him  saying.  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die 
in  the  Lord  from  henceforth.  This  should  calm  the  agitat- 
ed breast,  and  soothe  the  aching  heart,  and  excite  joy  within 
the  soul,  even  amid  present  suffering  and  affliction. 

Let  me  urge  the  companion  of  the  deceased  to  cast 
himself  entirely  on  the  sovereign  grace  of  God  for  help 
and  support.  The  Lord  reigns,  and  in  this  rejoice.  The 
religion  which  calmed  the  feelings,  and  supported  the  heart 
of  your  companion  in  the  hour  of  death,  can  support  you 
in  your  present  affliction.  When  received  and  trusted,  it 
will  comfort  and  bless  even  in  the  furnace  of  affliction.  Then 
go  to  Christ,  trust  all   in  his  hands,  and  taste  and  see  that 
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-the  Lord  is  good.  Bow  before  his  awful  sovereignty  with  submis- 
sion, rejoicing  that  the«  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth.  This  do  j 
then  it  will  be  peace  and  joy  within,  and  you  will  have  it  to  say, 
The  Lord  hath  given,  the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  blessed  be  the  name 
of  the  Lord. 

To  the  daughter  let  me  say  one  word.  God  in  his  holy  provi- 
dence has  come  near  to  you.  Your  beloved  mother  is  gone.  Her 
instructions  and  prayer.s  are  ended.  No  mere  will  she  watch  over 
and  guide  your  youthfuf  steps.  As  you  are  now  in  deep  affliction, 
see  to  it,  that  it  exerts  «.  sanctifying  influence  on  your  heart  and  life. 
Let  it  not  be  unheeded.  Let  it  not  pass  away  unimproved.  Conse- 
crate yourself  entirely  to  God,  to  be  his  for  time  and  eternity.  Let 
the  pious  instructions  of  a  departed  mother  be  kept  sacred.  Let  them 
live  in  the  mind,  to  enlighten,  bless  and  save  the  soul. 

To  the  other  relatives,  God  is  saying.  Be  ye  also  ready,  for  in  such 
an  hour  as  ye  think  *not,  the  Son  of  Man  cometh.  Soon  it  will  be 
your  turn  to  lie  on  the  bed  of  death,  and  to  extend  the  parting  hand 
to  beloved  friends,  and  to  enter  the  solemn  scenes  of  eternity.  How 
important,  then,  that  you  should  be  prepared,  should  live  in  a  state  of 
preparation  day  by  day,  for  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man. 
"  Would  you  die  in  the  Lord,  then  believe,  trust,  and  hope  in  him. 
Honor  him  by  a  life  of  ardent  piety— of  holy  obedience.  Let  your 
present  afflictions  wean  you  from  the  world,  and  fix  your  heart  on 
God!  Then  you  will  see  that  sanctified  afflictions  are  blessings  in 
disguise. 

But  what  shall  be  said  to  this  church  on  the  present  occasion.' 
Are  we  jiot  solemnly  admonished  to  be  up  and  doing .''  To  have 
our  lamps  trimmed  and  burning.''  If  indeed  christians,  we  shall 
soon  enter  upon  the  opening  scenes  of  a  blessed  immortality.  Soon 
our  toils  and  afflictions  will  be  ended — soon  our  work  on  earth  will 
be  finished.  As  we  are  borne  onward  to  meet  the  hour  of  death, 
should  we  not  live  and  walk  with  God  ?  Is  there  not  much  to  stim- 
ulate and  urge  us  forward  in  our  course  towards  heaven  ?  Remem- 
ber, blessed  are  the  dead  whicli  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth.  We 
have  seen  why  they  are  blessed.  It  is  because  they  rest  from  their 
labors,  and  go  into  the  immediate  presence  of  their  Lord,  and  are 
broughjt-iato  a  perfect  moral  conformity  to  him.  They  are  blessed, 
because  they  will  enjoy  the  society  of  holy  beings — and  have  re- 
ceived grace  to  triumph  over  all  their  enemies,  and  there  will  be  no 
end  to  their  enjoyment.  All  this  blessedness  will  commence  when 
the  scenes  of  death -are  passed.  Then,  as  heaven  is  opening  and  the 
Saviour  is  displaying  his  glories  to  our  view,  should  we  not  extend 
the  hand  of  faith  and  lay  hold  on  eternal  life  ?  Should  we  not  labor 
and  struggle,  and  give  all  diligence  to  make  our  calling  and  election 
sure  .''  This  do,  and  you  will  soon  be  blessed.  But  I  cannot  close 
without  saying  one  word  to  the  impenitent.  If  it  is  blessed  to  die  in 
the  Lord — if  the  standing  of  the  righteous  is  so  near  heaven — if 
their  prospects  are  so  fair  and  cheering — then  what  is  it  to  die  ac- 
cursed— what  is  your  standing,  and  wlaat  are  your  prospects  .''  Your 
standing  is  fearful,  your  proopscts  are  dark,  and  if  you  die  in  your 
sins,  you  will  die  accursed,  and  sink  into  eternal  ruin.  Ah  !  stop, 
and  think.  Trifle  not  .with  the  groans  of  the  Son  of  Qod.  Trifle  not 
with  heaven.  Trifle  not  with  hell.  But  repent,  and  seek  pardon 
'through  the  blood  of  Christ.  *  Let  this  be  done  immediately,  that  you 
xijifiy  he  prepared  to  die  in  the  Lord. 


